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Control of Insects Whicli Damage Clothing

While in Storage

Woolen clothing, furs and various household articles made of

wool or fur are frequently severely damaged by the attack of the

clothes moth and the larval stage of certain beetles. This loss

can, in a great measure, be prevented by the practicing of the

following measures:

—

Clothing or household furnishings which are to be stored should

first of all be well aired and exposed to sunlight for a day, turning

frequently, so that all surfaces have been exposed to the sun for

an hour or more, after which each piece should be well brushed.

Tight containers should be provided for the storage. We recom-
mend paper bags provided with an opening which may be tightly

closed. Tight wooden boxes or chests, or paste-board boxes are

satisfactory if tight lids are provided.

After sunning and brushing, the articles should at once be

placed in the storage containers and the contents fumigated by
the use of one of the following:—

Carbon bisulfide used at the rate of one ounce to eacli barrel of

space. (7056 cubic inches). Or carbon tetrachloride used at the

rate of two ounces to each barrel. Or paradichlorobenzene used
at the rate of one pound to each barrel of space.

Carbon Bisulfide is Highly Inflammable and Explosive when its

Fumes are mixed with air. Care should be taken to keep all fires

away while fumigating with the material. Carbon tetrachloride

is without such hazards.

Paradichlorobenzene is a new insecticide which is now exten-

sively used as a control for peach tree borers and is equally

efi'ective in control of insects in articles in storage. The pure
crystals should be placed within the container at or near the top.

In the case of a bag container, the paradichlorobenzene is placed
in a small bag made of cheese cloth or other open material and
suspended at the top in the inside of the bag. Where a box
container is used, place the charge of paradichlorobenzene in a
shallow open vessel on the top of the stored goods, after which the
lid should be tightly closed and strips of paper pasted over the
cracks. Keep the bags and boxes where the temperature will

reach 60 degrees or higher.



stored insects are successfully controlled by the use of super-

heat. Raise the temperature to 125 to 130 and maintaining it

there for six to eight hours. In this time, all forms of insect life

will have been destroyed. Such temperatures are easily reached

by the aid of any heating system in the warmer periods of the

year. Probably monthly treatments with super-heat would be

advisable and quite satisfactory. Where cold storage is available

it is probably the most satisfactory guard against loss.


